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CCCTE Minutes—August 25, 2007

Present: Lorraine Tracey, Charley Schaefer, Al Adams, Liz McAninch, Susan Dillon, Brucine Doherty, John Thomas, Kathleen Cecil, Charleen Delfino

Minutes for January 27, 2007 were approved and the agenda adopted.

Reports

a) NCTE Leadership training in Chicago, attended by Liz McAninch and Kathleen Cecil (June 2007)

What can affiliates do to reach more members? 

· CCCTE has been using local university resources well (Steinbeck Conference)

· Retention rate for teachers need to be addressed (place on website to hook new teachers up with a mentor, newsletter, resources etc.) Website can post e-mail addresses or forms to allow members to seek specific information. Word or PDF documents can be sent to Will for newsletter.

· Website could list names of student writers, legislative update (action guide of how to contact legislators, what’s in legislature now, resolutions etc.) Resources for people who could be second career teachers, returning teachers, mentoring from retired teachers, how to stay involved as a retired teacher.

· Conferences with big names draw participants (authors must be contacted directly or through publishers, agents make it difficult) Relevance is critical for conferences, workshops for new teachers, bringing joy to scripted or paced curriculum, diversity etc. QEIA funding means about 488 California public schools will have additional funding for professional development. See www.cde.ca.gov for list of schools and target outreach to them for PD.

· Request CCCTE strand for Asilomar (?) 

· Flyer publicizing website content as well as conference at Chiyo basket table at Asilomar

Announcements:

· Pirette McKamey (CATE nominee) will be Secondary Teacher of Excellence for NCTE

· Kathleen Cecil has taken the position of resolutions chair for CATE

· Teacher of excellence applications due at December meeting (secondary, or outstanding in another level)

b) Writer’s Conference a huge success, feedback from student writers very positive. November 15th deadline for new contest, flyers are available on CATE and CCCTE websites. This year’s prompt may be difficult for elementary students. How do we, the affiliates, have input on the writing prompts?

c) Calendar


Asilomar Sept-27-28 (next CCCTE meeting)


December 1


Conference-January 26 or February 2


CATE 2008—March 7-9 (Long Beach)


Student writers reception-April 13, 27 (need flyers for Asilomar)

d) Budget (handouts distributed)

Expenses=$9699.57

Income=$2197.07

Checking balance=$5274.85 (as of 7/31/07)

Savings balance=$22,147.50 (as of 7/31/07)

Can CCCTE use scholarship money for CATE and CCCTE conference and not just Asilomar (CSC)? Is this leverage for asking for a CCCTE strand at Asilomar?

New budget completed for 2007-2008 ($27,255)

e) Policy (Cecil)-Policy issues, such as social security offset can be featured on website if not pushed through resolutions committee. Kathleen asked for issues to be forwarded to her for resolutions at spring conference.

f) Membership (Schaefer)—difficulty getting membership lists

g) Past President (Delfino)-Asilomar numbers way down and cost is up. Some scholarships still available for teachers in first five years of teaching (room, food, registration, CATE membership) Workshops decided at January meeting, CCCTE could sponsor some ideas to present at that meeting emphasizing fun & collaboration.

New Business:

Chiyo baskets (bring coffee, chocolate, books, movies, jams, cards, gift certificates, wines, notepaper, teas, etc., Al will bring twelve baskets) 

themes=any author, Tennessee Williams (Susan), opera, film noir, poetry (Brucine-elementary), new teacher baskets, Ron Hansen (Al), Theodore Taylor (Al), spoken word, beach books, nature writers, food writers, mysteries, historical, Bay Area/Monterey area etc.

Spring conference=before CATE (March) end of January as possible time. Al has contacted Santa Clara, Stanford, Cal Berkeley (Mark Twain, Uchida) looking for sites where an author collection could be the conference focus. Credits are important, tying lessons to focus is critical. Binder of lessons was very popular. Bring lesson binder to Asilomar to promote conference.

CATE 2009-Santa Clara, sponsored by CCCTE

Theme, job assignments, choose a chair position or committee to join, suggest what you can do to help, recruit people to help you. Friday night event needs to be economical, hotel is near light rail, movie night, former English teacher jazz singer (Joyce Upchurch?), comedy sports, high school/college drama performance, slam poetry, yoga/hip hop early morning exercise.

Publicity, need names for department chairs in larger districts. Souvenirs to remember CATE 2009 to hand out at CATE 2008, getting flyers out or pointing people to website, page in California English, volunteers.

Local grown authors--Gail Tsukiyama, Khaled Hosseini, Jim Houston, Dave Eggers, Robert Hass,  Alexander McCall Smith, Ira Glass, David Sedaris, Adrienne Rich, Gus Lee, Armistead Maupin, Devorah Major, Tracy Kidder, Ann Fadiman, Malcolm Gladwell, Robert Sapolsky, Simon Winchester, Bill Bryson, Frances Mayes, Doris Kearns Goodwin, Sarah Vowell, Mark Haddon, Sharon Creech, Karen Hess, 

Agenda Asilomar = date & place for spring conference,

